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November Church Services St. Andrew's, Sandon 
Sunday 1st  All Saints Day 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 

 3:00 pm All Souls Memorial Service 

Tuesday 3rd  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 

Thursday 5th  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer  

   at East Hanningfield 

Sunday 8th  Remembrance Sunday 

 8:00 am Said Holy Communion 

 10:00 am Remembrance Day Service 

Tuesday 10th  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 

Thursday 12th  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer at Danbury 

Sunday 15th  2nd before Advent 

 10:00 am All Age Communion Service  

   with collection of shoeboxes 

 3:00 pm Messy Church 

Tuesday 17th  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 

Thursday 19th  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer  

   at Woodham Ferrers 

Sunday 22nd  Christ the King 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist,  

   Preacher Dean of Chelmsford,  

  The Very Reverend Nicholas Henshall 

Tuesday 24th  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 

Wednesday 25th  9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer 

Thursday 26th  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer at Sandon 

Friday 27th  7:30 pm Choral Evensong  

   followed by Cheese and wine 

Sunday 29th  Advent Sunday 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist  
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Sandon Parish Contacts 

Howe Green URC  

 Pam Knott   471691 
Essex County Councillor 

 Ian Grundy   01277 840737 

Chelmsford City Councillors 
 Richard Ambor   r.ambor@chelmsford.gov.uk 222874  

 Bob Shepherd   b.shepherd@chelmsford.gov.uk 223709 

 Ian Wright   iwright2000@yahoo.com 226289 
Sandon Parish Councillors  

 Ron Bullus  r.bullus188@btinternet.com 473633 

 Cedric Calmeyer   cedhilcal@aol.com 478900 
 Martin Cross Vice-Chair xfamily@nildram.co.uk 478910  

 Dee Hyatt  Chair  dee.hyatt@virgin.net 478203 

 Ron Robbin-Coker  ronrobco@gmail.com 476808 

 Sue Dobson Clerk parishclerk@sandon.info 227734 
Sandon Village Hall 

 Julie Fisher  Chair  475976 

 Evelyn Ellis Vice-Chair  222682 
 Ray Kerslake Bookings  472386 

St Andrew's Youth Fellowship  

 Evelyn Ellis    222682 
Uniformed Organisations 

 Susan Little Brownies  01621 840525 

 Jane Ronaldson Girl Guides 07939 047987 
 Janet Bernardes Beavers  476830 

 Jean Blake Cubs  603155 

 Neville Paul Scouts  474891 

Women's Institute 
 Dorothy Gray    223609 

Sandon Sports Club 

 Graham Lucas    283730 
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Terry’s Letter 

November has been dubbed by 

some as the month of 

remembrance. It begins with All 

Saints and All Souls Days, the 

latter being the time when we 

remember in sorrow and 

thanksgiving our departed loved 

ones. It continues with Bonfire 

Night – “Remember, Remember 

the fifth of November” – one of 

the few dates in the year when 

we recall an event of historical 

importance. 
But another one follows soon 

after, Armistice Day. These three 

occasions mark November out 

as a special time for reflecting 

upon things that are past and 

people no longer with us.  
Each of them has, however, a 

rather different character. On All 

Souls Day we remember and 

pray for family members or 

friends who have passed from 

this life to the next. We once 

again place them trustfully into 

the hands of our loving God. Guy 

Fawkes Day is an annual 

remembrance of the deliverance 

of King and Parliament by the 

discovery of the Gunpowder 

Plot. It was always a rather 

triumphalist celebration and still 

contains some rather nasty anti-
Catholic elements. 
On Armistice Day and 

Remembrance Sunday we 

remember those who died in the 

wars this country was involved in 

the past one hundred years or 

so, in the main the First and 

Second World Wars. 

Understandably, given the 

terrible slaughter of the trenches, 

Armistice Day between the two 

world wars focused very largely 

on remembering the young men 

who had died. After the Second 

World War, however, a slightly 

different character emerged on 

Remembrance Sunday. The fact 

that we and other European 

countries had gone to war twice 

within period of thirty years made 

people want to dedicate 

themselves to the pursuit of 

peace and reconciliation. Rightly 

this became part of the 

commemoration.  
Our Remembrance Sunday 

services now always include 

prayers asking God’s help to 

create a more peaceful world 

and one in which we are 

reconciled with former enemies. 
But the work of peace and 

reconciliation cannot only be the 

subject of prayer. The Christian 

faith and our common human 

morality impels us to work for it 

with all our might. The Great War 

was described as “the war to end 

all wars.” Sadly this was far from 

the truth. Less than twenty years 

after the ink had dried on the 

post-war treaties the nations of 
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Europe were once again in 

flames. The reason being that 

there was little in those treaties 

to establish a state of affairs 

where war could be avoided. On 

the contrary, Germany, Austria 

and the other defeated nations 

were treated so punitively that 

the seeds of a second round 

were very soon sown.  
November can be a melancholy 

month, with the nights drawing in 

very fast, the strong westerly 

winds blowing and the leaves 

accumulating deeply on the 

lawn. It does somehow seem to 

be a good time to remember our 

loved ones. For more than a 

thousand years, people have 

been commemorating lost 

relatives and friends in some 

way at this time. 
On the 1st November at 3 pm, we 

will hold a service of 

thanksgiving and remembrance, 

to offer a reflective service of 

readings, music, prayer and 

thanksgiving and where, if you 

wish, you will have the 

opportunity to light a candle in 

memory of the departed. Some 

of you will have had a letter from 

me about this already but this is 

an open service and all are 

welcome to bring with you your 

memories and celebrations and 

to join with us. 

The following Sunday, 8th 

November, is Remembrance 

Sunday where we remember 

those men and women who have 

fallen in war and there will be a 

service at 10 am. Our uniformed 

organisations will join us for this 

service where we will keep two 

minutes silence at 11 am. Do try 

to be present at this service. 
Then at the end of November we 

remember St. Andrew our 

Patron. There will be a service 

on Friday 27th November at 

7:30pm. This will be Choral 

Evensong and we have as our 

Preacher the Revd. Alun Hurd 

who is Priest in Charge of Great 

Wakering and Barling Magna 

where I served before coming to 

Sandon. This will be followed by 

a cheese and wine to 

commemorate St. Andrew. Once 

again I do hope you will be able 

to join us.  
 
 
So when this month of 

remembering draws to a close, I 

wish you God’s blessing as 

together we watch and wait. 
 

Terry 
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What is Messy Church? 
Messy church is a church for 

children and adults to enjoy . It's 

primarily for people who don't 

belong to another form of church 

already or who struggle with 

'conventional' church. It's all age 

but we ask that children are 

accompanied by an adult. It's 

great fun with lots to do together 

usually round a central theme. Its 

values are those of hospitality, 

creativity and celebration. 
When does Messy Church 

meet?  
Sundays in Church 
15th November, 3 pm – 5 pm 
13th December Christingle 

Service at 4 pm 
What do I have to do to join? 
Please ring Terry on 698988 or 

email tgabrown@hotmail.com 

and book your place as this 

helps us know how much 

equipment we need as well as 

for catering purposes. 
We look 

forward to 

seeing 

you at 

Messy 

Church.  

Service of  
Remembrance for 

Loved Ones 

Sunday 1st November 3 pm 

Our Annual Service to 

remember our loved ones who 

have died. During this service 

loved ones’ names are read out 

and candles are lit in their 

memory. The service will last 

for an hour and it will be simple, 

quiet and peaceful. Please tell 

other members of your family, 

your friends and neighbours 

and invite them all to come 

along. There will be a cup of 

tea and cake following the 

service for those who wish to 

stay. If you plan to attend and 

would like any names read out, 

please either write the names in 

the special folder at the back of 

the church or contact me with 

names by email on 

tgabrown@hotmail.com before 

Sunday 25th October. 
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Offers of help either on the day or by contributing items would be much 

appreciated.  We need:- 
Cakes, Bottles, Toys, small gifts for Father Christmas, Raffle prizes, 

items for Bric-a-Brac, Jam jars filled with sweets or small items 
If anyone would like to offer help with running a stall or help in the kitch-

en or maybe helping to set up or pack away on the day please speak to 

Liz Bobeldijk 471756 or Alison Read 474858 
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Jacob and Susan Marry 

Jacob age 92, and Susan, age 

89, living in Florida at "The 

Villages" are all excited about 

their decision to get married.  
They go for a stroll to discuss the 

wedding, and on the way they 

pass a drugstore. Jacob 

suggests they go in. Jacob 

addresses the man behind the 

counter: "Are you the owner?"  
The pharmacist answers, "Yes." 

Jacob: "We're about to get 

married. Do you sell heart 

medication?" Pharmacist: "Of 

course we do." Jacob: "How 

about medicine for circulation?" 

Pharmacist: "All kinds." Jacob: 

"Medicine for rheumatism?" 

Pharmacist: "Definitely." Jacob: 

"How about suppositories?"  

 
 
Pharmacist: "You bet!"  
Jacob: "Medicine for memory 

problems, arthritis and 

Alzheimer's?" Pharmacist: "Yes, 

a large variety. The Works." 

Jacob: "What about vitamins, 

sleeping pills, Geritol, antidotes 

for Parkinson's disease?" 

Pharmacist: "Absolutely." Jacob: 

"Everything for heartburn and 

indigestion?" Pharmacist: "We 

sure do." Jacob: "You sell 

wheelchairs and walkers and 

canes?" Pharmacist: "All speeds 

and sizes." Jacob: "Adult pads?"  
Pharmacist: "Sure."  
Jacob: "We'd like to use this 

store as our Bridal Registry." 

Please pray for the 

issues on this 
 website  

 
www.prisonsweek.org 
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Friday 27
th

 November 
7.30pm Patronal 

Festival for St. Andrew 
Choral Evensong. Our Preacher 

will be Revd. Alun Hurd Priest in 

Charge of St. Andrew Rochford, 

Great Wakering and Barling 

Magna. Service followed by 

cheese and wine. 
All are most welcome to attend 

this service and the cheese and 

wine. 

Men’s Breakfast 

Saturday 5th December 

Edward Carter 
Canon Theologian,  

Chelmsford Cathedral 
Ethical Investing and the 

Church’s Money 
Butts Green Garden Centre 

8:30 am – 10 am 
Full English breakfast followed 
by a talk. All men are invited. 

Book by Monday 30th November. 
Please book with Dennis Terry 

on 01245 472997 

Bu�s Green 

Garden Centre 

& Café 
Mayes Lane 
CM2 7RW 

Gifts - Plants - Food 
Open 9:30 am till 5:00 pm 

Tel: 01245 223524 
for reservations 
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Church Signs 
People are like tea bags -- you 

have to put them in hot wa-

ter before you know how strong 

they are. 
God so loved the world that He 

did not send a committee. 
When down in the mouth, re-

member Jonah. He came out all 

right. 
How will you spend eterni-

ty? Smoking or non-smoking? 
Do not wait for the hearse to 

take you to church. 
If you're headed in the wrong 

direction -- God allows U-turns. 
This is a ch_ _ ch. What is miss-

ing?" ---------> (U R) 
If you can't sleep, don't count 

sheep. Talk to the Shepherd. 
Free Trip to heaven. Details In-

side! 
Come in and pray today. Beat 

the Christmas rush! 
Sign broken. Message inside this 

Sunday. 

SANDON VILLAGE HALL 

Fund Raising 

Dance 

Sandon Village 

Hall 

Saturday Nov 21
st

 Country 

Law 
Live Music, Dancing, Raffle 

 

Doors open 6.30pm 

8pm to 11.30pm 

 

Tea and Coffee available 

Bring your own 

drink 

 

Please help us raise 

funds for Sandon 

Village Hall 

 

 

Contact: Ray 01245 472386 
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I remember the cheese of my childhood, 
And the bread that we cut with a knife, 
When the children helped with the housework, 
And the men went to work not the wife. 

The cheese never needed a fridge, 
And the bread was so crusty and hot 
The children were seldom unhappy 
And the wife was content with her lot. 

I remember the milk from the bottle, 
With the yummy cream on the top, 
Our dinner came hot from the oven, 
And not from the fridge, in the shop. 

The kids were a lot more contented, 
They didn't need money for kicks, 
Just a game with their mates in the road, 
And sometimes the Saturday flicks. 
I remember the shop on the corner, 
Where a pen'orth of sweets was sold 
Do you think I'm a bit too nostalgic? 
Or is it...I'm just getting old? 

I remember the 'loo' was the lav 
And the bogey man came in the night, 
It wasn't the least bit funny 
Going "out back" with no light. 

The interesting items we perused 
From the newspapers cut into squares, 
And hung on a peg in the loo, 
It took little to keep us amused. 

The clothes were boiled in the copper 
With plenty of rich foamy suds 
But the ironing seemed never ending 
As Mum pressed everyone's 'duds'. 

I remember the slap on my backside, 
And the taste of soap if I swore 
Anorexia and diets weren't heard of 
And we hadn't much choice what we wore. 
Do you think that bruised our ego? 
Or our initiative was destroyed? 
We ate what was put on the table 
And I think life was better enjoyed. Anon 
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A Figure of Eight? 
This year I thought that we ought 

to reduce the length of the 

annual Ride and Stride bike ride 

as none of us was getting any 

younger! I also discovered, just 

before we started, that my bike 

had a totally flat tyre. That was 

after it had been standing in my 

garage with no problems for a 

year! Was this an omen? 
However after conveying their 

two bikes by car three of us set 

off from my daughter and son- in 

law’s place at Tolleshunt Major. 
The morning 12 miles took us 

through the back lanes to Tiptree 

Jam Factory, which I see is now 

being significantly expanded and 

moved to the other side of the 

road and thereby causing traffic 

hold ups! 
We first found the Tiptree URC 

and went on to the High Street 

and St Nicholas’s where my 

granddaughters were christened 

some years ago. 
On we went to Inworth village 

past Perrywoods, which, I am 

sure, all of the ladies know well! 

Having got to Inworth’s All Saints 

we reversed and headed back to 

Little Totham and the Evangelical 

Church—where no one was 

available to ‘mark our official 

cards’! The first part of the figure 

of eight was now complete and 

with no accidents or ‘incidents’ 

as the traffic signs say! 
Lunch was taken with my three 

grandchildren and their parents 

and Christine at The Bell, 

Tollshunt Major, and then we 

were six for the afternoon ride! 

This was the first ‘Ride and 

Stride’ that Madison and Imogen 

had done and I was very 

concerned that even though one 

had passed her ‘cycling 

proficiency’ it would be a 

dangerous ride. 
I need not to have worried even 

though the traffic near Maldon 

was horrendous! Our route was 

to the local church St Nicholas’ 

and then on to Goldhanger 

where the church had a book fair 

going on, filling most of the 

Church, plus karate demos in the 

churchyard, plus vintage cars 

etc. The churchwarden reckoned 

that they always made £600 - 
£700 selling the books over two 

days at the weekend! Wow! At 

50p per book that was a lot of 

book sales and maybe we 

could……? 
The next bit from Goldhanger 

John, David & Robert set off 
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down the main road to 

Heybridge was lethal - but we 

survived and visited St. 

Andrew’s, Heybridge who are 

always very welcoming! We 

crossed the Causeway and cut 

left down the riverside to one of 

my favourite pubs The Queen’s 

Head (excellent fish and chips) 

to walk to St Mary’s up the hill. 

Then we turned left at the High 

Street to visit Jack and Su 

Whinney on the off-chance they 

were in but they obviously knew 

we might turn up and so were 

engaged elsewhere! 
Up the High Street we went as 

far as All Saints on the right, 

having got our first Official Block 

Stamp in the log book from the 

Maldon Methodist Church! (They 

looked very efficient and were 

very friendly) 
Now it was a short way down 

Maldon Hill to the Maldon URC 

where we got a conducted tour 

to find out yet again that their 

first minister back in 17th century 

was the Reverend Joseph Billio 

who always gave very long and 

animated sermons (even longer 

than Terry’s) and when people 

today talk about things going on 

long and fast they still say ‘He or 

she is going like Old Billio’!! So 

that is where the term originated 

- Maldon URC. (You learnt it 

here, remember!)   
Now we came to the long drop 

down the Maldon Hill which is 

pretty hairy if like me you have 

poor and squeaky brakes. 

However we all made it back 

over the Causeway and spent 

nearly 30 minutes cycling to All 

Saints at Little Totham where we 

had a nice rest before finishing 

at Tollshunt Major. The last 

stretch was ‘murder’ on the 

muscles and all were 

complaining and glad to arrive 

safely after a total of nearly 25 

miles for the day. Our ‘Figure of 

Eight’ ride was complete. 
Now comes the difficult bit! 

Asking for the sponsor money! I 

do hope that we can all give 

generously so that our Church 

total for the event this year can 

reach £500 for the first time in 

ages! Thanks for your support. 

David Farrar (74 years)  
with John Gruby,  

Robert, Karen,  
Madison (10 years)  

and Imogen (8 years) Ottley 

Imogen, Maddison & Karen join up 
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Please Pray 
These are extracts from the 

prayer requests Church Mission 

Society (CMS) circulate each 

week. 

CMS mission partners Christine 

& Peter Knight, who are based in 

Tunisia, report from the diocesan 

synod they attended a few 

months ago in Cairo, “In the 

Gambella region of the horn of 

Africa … the Church is growing 

so fast that they cannot train 

leaders fast enough for the new 

churches that are opening. There 

are currently around 84 churches 

in the area …” This church 

growth is largely due to the influx 

of refugees from South Sudan – 

please pray more leaders will be 

trained and that refugees will 

continue to find hope in Jesus. 
Is this something we should pray 

for our own country as well? Ed 

Sunday Trading 
I am surprised that the 
government has resurrected this 
business again, because I 
thought the present 
arrangements pursued a middle 
road acceptable to all – the big 
stores and the trade unions. In 
fact, the latter have said that 
they want no change. I feel sorry 
for the families of shop workers. I 
think it is nice to have one day a 
week which is different to all the 
rest. In fact, there seems to be 
more work done on a Sunday 
than on any other day of the 
week. I am against any change, 
on the basis that, if anything is 
working alright why interfere with 
it. I have a feeling that the 
government may have a rough 
ride on this one. 

Ron Woods 
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St Andrew's, Sandon 
www.sandon-church.info 
Contributions or requests for this 

magazine should be sent to 

magazine@sandon-church.info 

or Richard Cecil, Chestnut 

Cottage, CM2 7RN by the 10th of 

the month preceding publication. 

 

 

Register Entries 
There are none this month. 

Lighting of the 
Christmas Tree 

Saturday 5th December 2015 

St. Andrew’s Church, Sandon 
5 pm – 7 pm 

The tree, decorated by  
Sandon WI,  

will be lit up at 5:30 pm by  
the Mayor of Chelmsford 

Carols 
Refreshments 

&  
meet Father Christmas 
Funds raised will go to 

repairing the church roof  

Sun 8
th
 November 10am  

Remembrance Day Service 

All the family are welcome as we 

remember those who have paid 

the ultimate sacrifice. 

This special service will 

be attended by our 

uniformed 

organisations. At 11 am 

there will be a two minute 

silence. Please do all you can to 

attend this special service.  

Sunday 22
nd

 November 

10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
Preacher — Dean of Chelmsford 
The Very Reverend Nicholas 

Henshall 
Let’s make this a special service 

with a full church 
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God’s Faithfulness 

Rob Martin, Bishop of the 

Diocese of Marsabit, and his wife 

Sue retire in the spring of 2016.  

Here Rob reflects on their 40 

years of Christian service. 
Sandon are supporting some of 

the work in Marsabit. 

Abraham was the great man of 

faith, willing to leave family and 

home, and go out into the 

unknown because God spoke to 

him. He trusted, went and God 

provided. Again and again the 

Bible shows us God choosing 

people, enabling, using and 

protecting them. 
Ever since I gave my life to the 

Lord at a Michael Green mission 

I have wanted to go where the 

Lord sent me. Coming from an 

army family, I was used to living 

overseas. I was also gifted with a 

language gene and loved using 

foreign languages. 
I trained as an accountant, 

because that was my plan before 

conversion, but had no idea how 

the Lord could use it. Soon I 

sensed the Lord calling me 

abroad, and found I could use 

my qualification in the overseas 

church. My wife Sue, a 

Nightingale nurse, with a seven-
month old baby and no language 

gene (her words!), and no real 

experience of living overseas, 

was happy to go. Money didn't 

seem important; the Lord had 

always provided. So we trusted 

and went. 
Having offered ourselves to 

Crosslinks in 1978, we were 

ready. They planned to send us 

to Uganda under Bishop Brian 

Hurd, but Idi Amin expelled him, 

so plans changed. Instead we 

went off to Kenya, arriving the 

day President Kenyatta was 

buried and the country faced an 

unpredictable future. 
Over the next nine years we had 

our moments — a coup in 1981, 

held at gunpoint in Nairobi, a 

black mamba on the veranda, a 

poisonous spider in our son's 

mosquito net, malaria and 

serving a bishop who made 

himself unpopular with the 

government. But always the Lord 

was faithful and life amazing. We 

saw the church grow 

phenomenally under the 

leadership of Bishop Gitari, a 

lifelong inspiration and mentor to 

us. What a privilege to be in a 

beautiful country, accepted, used 

by local people, and part of a 

growing church. 
On leave in 1982 we felt the Lord 

prompting us to ordained 

ministry in Britain after our 

second tour ended in 1987. After 

a theological degree at Trinity 

Bristol and a curacy in 
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Kingswood Bristol, we settled in 

Frome in 1995 where I was Vicar 

of Holy Trinity. What a blessing 

for us as a family and hopefully 

for HTF as it doubled in size. But 

the call back to Africa was 

strong, and on sabbatical in 

2005 I was asked to return to 

northern Kenya as a missionary 

bishop. 
Was this really from the Lord? 

We were older (late 50s) and it 

was considered dangerous, a 

hardship area far from 'tourist' 

Kenya. The diocese was vast 

(nearly the size of England) with 

no legal identity, almost no 

money, having lost its two 

previous bishops in plane 

crashes, prone to tribal fighting, 

banditry and terror threats. 
And yet we never hesitated. It 

has proved an amazing 

experience and the Lord has 

protected us every step of the 

way. Joshua 1:9 encourages us 

in tough times, and also Psalms 

121 and 23:4. Yesterday we 

were in Karare, confirming 19 

youngsters, then enrolling into 

Mothers Union 29 women 

covered in beads - a glorious riot 

of colour, song and dance. We 

drove back along a road 

frequented by elephants. What 

joy! 
The Lord has enabled us to set 

up a new diocese, build 

churches, schools, training 

centres, train clergy and 

evangelists, and raise the funds 

to provide for more than 90 staff. 

The Lord has used my gifts of 

language, accountancy and 

administration; Sue's faithfulness 

in supporting me; our desire to 

share the gospel and, of course, 

the gifts and prayers of so many 

generous partners around the 

world. 
Do Sue and I have any regrets? 

No, though it has tested our 

faith. But the Lord always 

enables. Next May we retire, 

back with our children and 

grandchildren in England; back 

to being 'normal'. But how we will 

miss the beauty, the adventure, 

the wildness, the different 

cultures, people, birds, animals 

and being at the heart of a 

growing church! 
But the Lord has something new 

for us. He has been faithful, and 

we trust him. 



Sandon Parish Magazine November 2015 Page 18 

A Great Question 

There were two Catholic boys, 

Timothy Murphy and Antonio 

Secola, whose lives paralleled 

each other in amazing ways. In 

the same year Timothy was born 

in Ireland , Antonio was born in 

Italy. 

Faithfully they attended parochial 

School from kindergarten 

through their senior year in high 

school. They took their vows to 

enter the priesthood early in 

college, and upon graduation, 

became priests. 

Their careers had come to 

amaze the world, but it was 

generally acknowledged that 

Antonio Secola was just a wee 

cut above Timothy Murphy in all 

respects. 

Their rise through the ranks of 

Bishop, Archbishop and finally 

Cardinal was swift to say the 

least and the Catholic world 

knew that when the present 

Pope died, it would be one of the 

two who would become the next 

Pope. 

In time the Pope did die, and the 

College of Cardinals went to 

work. In less time than anyone 

had expected, white smoke rose 

from the chimney and the world 

waited to see whom they had 

chosen. 

The world, Catholic, Protestant 

and secular, was surprised to 

learn that Timothy Murphy had 

been elected Pope! 
Antonio Secola was beyond 

surprise. He was devastated, 

because even with all of 

Timothy's gifts, Antonio knew he 

was just a bit better qualified. 

With gall that shocked the 

Cardinals, Antonio Secola asked 

for a private session with them in 

which he candidly asked: "Why 

Timothy?" 

After a long silence, an old 

Cardinal took pity on the 

bewildered man and rose to 

reply. 

"We knew you were the better of 

the two, but we just could not 

bear the thought of the leader of 

the Roman Catholic Church 

being called - Wait for it …  
(Con�nued on page 19) 
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“Pope Se-Cola!” 
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Sue Dobson 

I thought it would be nice to 

mention Sue Dobson, Clerk to 

the Sandon Parish Council who 

has just resigned her position 

after some 14 years service. 

Though a paid position Sue 

worked many more hours than 

paid for and her dedication to 

serving our community went far 

beyond what would normally be 

expected. During my years as 

Chairman I worked very closely 

with Sue. Her skills, knowledge 

of the area and the needs of the 

community were outstanding 

and, indeed, it was through her 

efforts that the Parish Council 

won the respect of a number of 

departments within the City 

Council and led to our Council 

becoming and remaining a Qual-

ity Council. 

During her term of service I was 

also representing the Sandon 

community as their local Bor-

ough/City Councillor and I 

acknowledge the help and, at 

times, guidance that Sue gave 

regarding the problems and 

needs of local residents. 

Without her expertise my role as 

a Councillor would have been far 

more difficult. 

It is my view that Sandon Parish 

Council and our community have 

lost a valuable asset and I wish 

her well in the future. 

Ian Wright 

GRANT AND JONES 
LARGE SHOWROOM with LIVE STOVES and FIRES 
BUTTS GREEN GARDEN CENTRE,  
MAYES LANE 
FIREPLACE SURROUNDS, STOVES,  
GAS AND ELECTRIC FIRES. 
BESPOKE SERVICE 
FREE SURVEY IN LOCAL AREAS 
FREE PARKING 
HETAS AND GAS SAFE REGISTERED 
www.grantandjones.co.uk 
email:- sales@grantandjones.co.uk 
tel:-01245 349420 
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Shoebox Appeal 

Simon Barrington, Executive Di-

rector, Samaritan's Purse UK 

writes. 
Sandon has its Shoebox Service 

on Sunday 15th November. 
This year we want to send thou-

sands of extra Operation Christ-

mas Child shoeboxes to refu-

gees from Syria in existing 

camps in Northern Iraq and 

across Europe. 
Samaritan’s Purse has been 

meeting critical needs of refu-

gees from Syria over the last two 

years, providing food, shelter, aid 

and spiritual support to those still 

in the Middle East. 
And right now, we also have a 

multinational team of personnel 

in Hungary, Macedonia, Serbia, 

Croatia and Greece to meet the 

immediate needs of the hun-

dreds of thousands of refugees 

rapidly streaming through Eu-

rope. 

The need is urgent, especially 

amongst the children. 
“Infants are wrapped in plastic 

bags to protect them from the 

rain. Clothing is inadequate for 

the current temperature and the 

looming drop in temperature 

which will follow in the next few 

weeks. Soon it will not be possi-

ble for people to sleep outdoors 

as they will be at significant risk 

of hypothermia; particularly in-

fants, young children and the 

elderly. 

“Each day over the last few days 

approximately 5,000 – 7,000 

people have been crossing the 

border. Back packs containing 

food, water, hygiene items and 

toys for children have been dis-

tributed in Macedonia and Ser-

bia. 5,000 rain coats have also 

been given out." - Dr Nathalie 

McDermott at the Northern Mac-

edonian Border with Serbia 

Together with our local church 

partners we will be distributing 

over 3,000 food packs to refu-

gees in the Balkans in the com-

ing days. 

With your help, we can put a 

smile on the faces of thousands 

of children who have fled with 

their families, leaving behind 

their school, their friends, and 

their toys. Although we can’t say 

that your specific boxes will go to 

refugees, all your boxes will go 

to children in great need and will 

bring Good News and Great Joy. 

Please pray for our teams and 

partners on the ground as they 

respond, and pray that we will 

get aid through quickly to those 

who need it most. 
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History of bell ringing 
Dennis Terry points us to this 

from the website 

www.bellringing.org/history/ 

The sound of bells ringing is 

deeply rooted in British culture. 

Almost everyone in Britain lives 

within hearing range of bells. 

They provide the grand 

soundtrack to our historic 

moments, call out for our 

celebrations and toll sadly in 

empathy with our grief. 
The bitter-sweet sound of just 

one bell or the majesty of a 

whole peal, has become part of 

the English heritage and much of 

the country's history can be 

traced through the history of its 

bells. 
They call us to wake, to pray, to 

work, to arms, to feast and, in 

times of crisis, to come together. 

Above all, bells are the sound of 

freedom and peace as in World 

War II they hung silently until the 

day they could ring in the peace. 

0-1000 AD 
The early missionaries used 

small handbells to call people to 

worship, with bells being 

introduced into Christian 

churches around 400 AD by 

Paulinus, Bishop of Nola in 

Campania. Their adoption on a 

wide scale does not become 

apparent until about 550, when 

they were introduced into France 

and Italy before spreading to 

Great Britain by monks and friars 

coming to join religious orders. 
By 750, they were sufficiently 

common for the Archbishop of 

York to order all priests to toll 

their bell at certain times. St 

Dunstan, the then Bishop of 

London and Archbishop of 

Canterbury, hung bells in all 

churches under his care during 

the late 10th Century and gave 

rules for their use. 
In the Middle Ages, bells were 

thought to have supernatural 

powers. During the 7th century it 

is said that the Bishop of Aurelia 

rang the bells to warn people of 

an attack. When the enemy 

heard them, they were said to 

have fled in fear. The people 
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credited the bells with having 

saved them. In a world with little 

man made noise, the sound of 

bells was not only majestic, but 

could be deeply fearful. 
The hanging of bells in British 

churches spread quickly with the 

Abbeys of Wearmouth (above) 

and Whitby both recorded as 

having bells in 680. 

1170 
Popular superstition alleged that 

bells could ring themselves. It is 

said that those of Canterbury 

Cathedral tolled themselves 

when Thomas-a-Becket was 

murdered. 

Pre 14th Century 
Before the reign of Henry VIII 

and the Protestant Reformation, 

most bells in churches and 

monasteries were hung on a 

simple spindle and chimed by 

Deacons pulling a rope. 
Ringers began to experiment 

with new ways of hanging the 

bell to get greater control. The 

first improvement was mounting 

bell to quarter wheel with a 

spindle serving as the axel and 

the rope attached to the rim of 

the wheel. As this method grew 

popular, bells then began to be 

mounted on half wheels.  

Reformation, 1536 
The desecration of monastic 

abbeys and buildings often 

included the removal of many 

church bells. 

After Reformation, 1600s 
Following the Reformation, many 

churches began to rehang bells, 

with most using the new 

technology of bells mounted on a 

whole wheel. This gave much 

greater control using the rope, 

but the final refinement was a 

stay and slider to be able to ‘set’ 

the bell. The ringer could now 

rotate the bells 360 degrees and 

stop and start the ringing at will. 
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Sandon WI Meeting 

8th October 2015  
Sandon WI hosted the Mildmay 

Group meeting on 24th 

September with a beautifully 

made and served afternoon tea. 

A competition was held for craft, 

floral and cookery classes and 

the overall winner was Little 

Baddow WI. All the ladies were 

dressed in their finery with 

wonderful hats and the hall was 

decorated with bunting. We were 

entertained by Doreen Potter 

with her amusing monologues 

which were enjoyed by all. 

Everyone went home having had 

a lovely afternoon. Sandon WI 

was thanked for all their hard 

work. 
The October meeting was also 

very informative and amusing as 

the speaker, Bill Pirie, told us of 

his life, not only as a blacksmith, 

his National Service, working on 

his parents farm, but about his 

journey as a policeman in Essex. 

He went from new recruit in 

Braintree to Chief Constable for 

Essex and enjoyed being in the 

traffic control section where he 

came across some really funny 

incidents as well as serious 

ones. At the end of the meeting 

we had a famous policemen 

quiz. Not many of us 

remembered that an actor called 

Brian Reece played PC49 on the 

radio. 
Christmas is looming and a 

shopping trip to Canterbury is 

booked for 26th November, the 

county Carol Service on 2nd Dec, 

the Mildmay Carol Service on 

15th December and the National 

WI 2016 AGM in Brighton on 11th 

June. 
On November 12th Marlene 

McAndrew is coming to tell us a 

brief history of the pantomime 

and members were asked to 

bring the tale of their first 

pantomime memory to share 

with everyone. Our keep fit , craft 

and chat and patchwork groups 

are meeting as usual and our 

monthly meetings are in Sandon 

Village Hall at 2 pm every 2nd 

Thursday of the month. Do come 

and join us, you will be very 

welcome. 
Dorothy Gray 

01245 223609 

Christenings or 
Weddings  

St. Andrews Church 
Sandon 

Do contact  
Revd. Terry Brown  
on 01245 698988  

or  
email tgabrown@hotmail.com 
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Political humour?  
Apolitical Aphorisms 

If God wanted us to vote, he 

would have given us candidates. 

Jay Leno 
The problem with political jokes 

is they get elected. Henry Cate 

VII 
We hang the petty thieves and 

appoint the great ones to public 

office. Aesop 
If we got one-tenth of what was 

promised to us in these State of 

the Union speeches, there 

wouldn't be any inducement to 

go to heaven. Will Rogers 
Politicians are the same all over. 

They promise to build a bridge 

even where there is no river. 

Nikita Khrushchev 
When I was a boy I was told that 

anybody could become 

President; I'm beginning to 

believe it. Clarence Darrow 
Why pay money to have your 

family tree traced; go into politics 

and your opponents will do it for 

you. Author unknown 
Politicians are people who, when 

they see light at the end of the 

tunnel, [raise taxes to] go out 

and buy some more tunnels. 

John Quinton 
Politics is the gentle art of getting 

votes from the poor and 

campaign funds from the rich, by 

promising to protect each from 

the other. Oscar Ameringer 

I offer my opponents a bargain: if 

they will stop telling lies about 

us, I will stop telling the truth 

about them. Adlai Stevenson, 

campaign speech, 1952 
A politician is a fellow who will 

lay down your life for his country. 

Tex Guinan 
I have come to the conclusion 

that politics is too serious a 

matter to be left to the politicians. 

Charles de Gaulle 
Instead of giving a politician the 

keys to the city, it might be better 

to change the locks. Doug 

Larson 
There ought to be one day -- just 

one - - when there is open 

season on Congressmen. Will 

Rogers 
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Plot to Pot 
‘Autumn is a second spring when 

every leaf is a flower.’ Albert 

Camus 

Cotinus - Smoke Bush 

Cotinus are deciduous shrubs. 

They are native to rocky regions 

of the Mediterranean, China and 

southern USA. They are grown 

for their green or purple leaves 

and their smoke like flowers 

which bear their small fruit in late 

summer. They are fully hardy. 

They prefer a moderately fertile, 

moist but well drained soil in full 

sun or partial shade, the purple 

varieties preferring full sun. 

Prune unwanted branches in 

spring. 

There are several Cotinus 

varieties that are useful to the 

flower arranger, providing useful 

tall stems for large arrangements 

and filler material for small, more 

compact designs. 
• Cotinus coggygria ‘Purple 

Royal’ has wine coloured 

leaves. The leaves have a 

smooth texture and 

complement autumn shades 

of bronze, cerise and orange. 

It can grow to a height of 3 

metres (10 feet). 
• Cotinus ‘Grace’ is a vigorous 

variety. It has very large 

leaves that are red when 

young, maturing to purple 

before turning red in autumn. 

The flowers are pink. 
• Cotinus coggygria ‘Young 

Lady’ is a dwarf variety with 

green leaves and pink smoke. 
• Cotinus coggygria ‘Golden 

Spirit’ has golden yellow 

leaves that turn orange-red in 

autumn and smoky white 

flowers. The leaves would 

complement summer flowers 

in pastel shades of pink, 

cream and blue. 

The name Cotinus comes from 

‘kotinus’, the Greek for wild olive. 
Lesley Worboys 

Flowers by Mary 
• Beautiful Floral designs 
• For home, office, weddings, 

anniversaries, birthdays etc. 
• Big or small occasions 
• Traditional to contemporary 

designs 
• Affordable prices 
• Free local delivery 
01245 477926 
07929 840631 
marymathew@btinternet.com 

Sandon Parish Magazine November 2015 Page 27 

Poppies 
Poppies flower in the summer, 

don’t they? So why poppies in 

November? You will see them 

everywhere in the next week or 

so, and everyone from the 

smallest Rainbow or 

Beaver to the Queen will 

be wearing a poppy on 

Remembrance Sunday. 
We wear poppies because, 

among all the mud and chaos of 

the battlefields of the Great War, 

men were amazed to see the 

humble field flower of home 

spring up where the earth was 

disturbed – a blood red splash of 

colour in a sea of khaki. 
When the British Legion started 

an appeal to help those whose 

bodies or minds had been 

smashed by war, the poppy 

seemed an ideal symbol. And 

even now, when World War I and 

II seem so far away, our troops 

are fighting, being wounded and 

dying; reminding us that the 

poppy is also a symbol of 

sacrifice. 

Print a Poppy 
How? Well the answer lies in 

your own hands. You will need a 

white paper plate, red and black 

finger or poster paint and two 

margarine lids or saucers to put 

the paint on. 
Put some newspaper on the 

table and start. Squeeze some 

red paint onto one lid or saucer 

and put black paint on the other 

one. Put your thumb into the red 

paint and use it to make 5 

overlapping petals in a circle on 

the edge of your plate. Put your 

index finger into the black paint 

and use it to stamp a centre for 

your poppy.  
Continue printing poppies all 

round the edge of your plate to 

make a wreath. Leave it to dry 

and then you can write ‘Lest We 

Forget’ or ‘Remembrance’ in the 

middle of the plate. You could 

hang the plate in your front 

window to share with others. 

When is the first food fight 

mentioned in the Bible? 
‘I looked and behold a flying 

roll!’ (Zech 5:1 KJV) 
Do you know the phone 

number for the Garden of 

Eden? 
Adam 8-1-2 
Did you know that Paul was 

the 1st surfer in the Bible? 
Remember in Acts when he 

‘came ashore on a board’? 
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Saint Andrew’s Parish Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge 
Revd. Terry Brown* 

tgabrown@hotmail.com 
698988 

Church Wardens 
Janet Terry* 
David Farrar* 

472997 

471484 

PCC Secretary Christine Mennie* 281305 

PCC Treasurer Nick Bobeldijk* 471756 

Child Protection Alison Read 474858 

Vulnerable Adults Christine Farrar 471484 

Electoral Roll Liz Bobeldijk 471756 

Organist Ron Woods 268304 

Bell Ringing Nick Tovey 472692 

Tiny Tots Alison Read 474858 

Magazine Editor Richard Cecil 224747 

Parochial Church  
Council Members 

as * above and Colin Bryan, Judy Cecil, 

Valerie Grimwood, John Gruby, Mike Harris, 

Simon Johnson, Michael Puffett, 
 Dennis Terry and Ian Underwood 

Regular Activities 

2nd Sundays of the month  08:00 am Holy Communion (Traditional) 

  10:00 am Family Service 

Other Sundays  10:00 am Parish Eucharist 

Tuesdays  9:30 am Holy Communion 

  10:00 am Tea/Coffee and Chat 

  6:30 pm St Andrew’s Youth Fellowship 
(term time only) 

  7:30 pm Bell Ringing Practice 
Wednesday  9:30 am Celtic Prayer (4th Wed of month) 

Fridays  7.30 pm Choir Practice 

  1:00 pm Tiny Tots (term time only) 


